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have made their part easy. As it is, it has only set a premium
on all those who come forward in Ireland to break engagements
with the British Government and to overturn the men who are
faithfully adhering to solemnly-contracted pledges,
mr. logan : Mr, Cosgrave welcomed it [the new agreement],
mr. churchill : Naturally, he did. I am sure he would.
I admire very much the immediate manner in which he welcomed
the great concessions which have been made to his country; but,
as I say, I only wish that if they were to be made, they had been
made to those who kept faith with us. None the less, the fact
remains that in Irish history, Mr. Cosgrave, his party and his friends
will always be considered to have taken a poorer view of Ireland's
chances than Mr, de Valera, and Mr. de Valera to have been the
one who gained them the great advantages they got. That is a
hard burden to impose in history upon men who faithfully adhere
to solemnly-contracted treaties, Mr* de Valera has given no
undertaking, except to fight against partition as the main object
of his life. But behind and beneath him there are other forces in
Ireland. The dark forces in Ireland renew themselves from year
to year. When some are conciliated, others present themselves.
They are very powerful in Ireland now. No one has ever been
brought to justice in Ireland since the Treaty for murdering an
Englishman. There is a whole organisation of secret men bound
together on the old principle that England's danger is Ireland's
opportunity. Even Mr. de Valera, while gaining these astonishing
triumphs over what these persons regard as their hereditary foe,
is only with difficulty holding these forces in check and in suspense.
Let him proclaim a friendly policy towards England and you will
find that they will immediately grow in force and become the party
in the ascendant. Let him ask these people to expose Ireland to
the great tribulations of war for the sake of England, and see what
they will do. It seems to me that you cannot exclude this possibility
of neutrality as being one which may well come within the im-
mediate sphere of our experience. Therefore, I say that the ports
may be denied to us in the hour of need and we may be hampered
in the gravest manner in protecting the British population from
privation, and even starvation. Who would wish to put his head
in such a noose ? Is there any other country in the modern world
where such a step would even have been contemplated ? Let me
say this—and I hope it will not give offence—can anyone remember
any other House of Commons where such proposals would have
gone through in this easy manner f No doubt hon, Members will
speak about the Dominions. No doubt I shall be told about

